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If you want to own a car but don’t have the cash to buy one outright, then conditional sale car finance can help you to pay for it.It is a straightforward form of car finance that can make the cost of a new car more affordable.What is conditional sale car finance?Conditional sale is essentially a loan that is secured against your vehicle.The finance
provider will pay for the car and legally own the car for the length of the finance term. You will make repayments to the provider, and once you have made your final payment, ownership of the vehicle will then transfer to you.What is the difference between conditional sale and HP?Conditional sale and hire purchase are very similar and work in
virtually the same way, with one key difference.At the end of a hire purchase contract, you need to pay a small “option to purchase” fee to become the legal owner of the car, whereas with conditional sale, you automatically become the owner after you make your last payment.» COMPARE: Find car finance dealsHow does conditional sale work?When
you apply for conditional sale, you will need to pass the provider’s credit and affordability checks as you would on any other loan or finance application.You will also need to find the money for a deposit. Although you may find some no-deposit deals, bear in mind that the less you put down as a deposit, the more you will need to borrow and the more
expensive the finance will be overall.The conditional sale agreement would pay for the rest of the car and you would repay this amount, as well as the interest charged by the lender, in monthly instalments.These payments will stay fixed for the whole term.You are the registered keeper of the car while you make the repayments, which means you are
responsible for tax, insurance, servicing and other vehicle running costs.When you reach the end of your contract and have made all your payments, you will automatically become the owner of the car with nothing more to pay.If, for some reason, you want to end a conditional sale agreement early and return your car, you have the right to do so
through “voluntary termination”. This allows you to return the car without paying any extra charges, but only if you have repaid more than 50% of your finance agreement.Ending the contract in this way won’t harm your credit rating but it could show up on your credit file and some lenders may look at this negatively if this is something that is done
frequently.Read more about how and when you can cancel your car finance early.Conditional sale exampleCost of car: £16,000Deposit: £2,000Balance left to pay: £14,000APR: 6.2%Length of contract: 4 years/48 monthsMonthly repayments: £328.99Total amount payable (excluding deposit): £15,791.34Cost of loan: £1,791.34 Advantages and
disadvantages of conditional saleAdvantages of conditional saleCan help if you don’t have enough money to buy a car outright.Has fixed monthly repayments.You automatically own the car at the end of the term without needing to pay an extra fee or lump sum.You have the option of returning the vehicle through “voluntary termination” if you have
paid more than half of the finance amount.Because conditional sale is secured against the car, it can help people with poorer credit scores access finance.No mileage restrictions.Available on new and used cars.Disadvantages of conditional saleLess choice of what to do at the end of the contract, compared to personal contract purchase.You aren’t the
legal owner of the car until you’ve repaid the finance in full.You can’t sell or modify the car while you are making repayments, unless you get permission from the lender.If you don’t keep up with repayments, the lender could repossess your car.Monthly repayments can be higher than other finance options, such as PCP or lease.More expensive than
buying a car outright because you will pay interest on the loan.Is conditional sale the right option for me?If you don’t have enough cash to pay for a car upfront and you plan to own the vehicle for a long period of time, then conditional sale may be a good choice.Finance deals like PCP and leasing are likely to be more suitable if you would want to
upgrade your car every few years.Alternatives to conditional saleConditional sale is not the only way to finance a car. Some other options you may want to consider include:» COMPARE: Find personal loan dealsBefore deciding on a type of car finance, make sure you understand the available options and compare them to find the one that is right for
you. You should consider whether you want to own the car for a number of years or regularly upgrade to newer models, how much you can afford to pay each month and what option offers you the most competitive rates.Source: Getty Images ConsumerAffairs is not a government agency. Companies displayed may pay us to be Authorized or when you
click a link, call a number or fill a form on our site. Our content is intended to be used for general information purposes only. It is very important to do your own analysis before making any investment based on your own personal circumstances and consult with your own investment, financial, tax and legal advisers.Company NMLS
Identifier #2110672Copyright © 2022 Consumers Unified LLC. All Rights Reserved. The contents of this site may not be republished, reprinted, rewritten or recirculated without written permission. The digital world is quickly becoming a great place to sell your used car, so learning the art of good vehicle photography is imperative for making a quick
sale. You might even attract foreign buyers. But whether at home or abroad, no buyer is going to give your car a second look—even if the price is right—if they encounter a series of so-so photos. Thankfully, with a little bit of practice, you can learn to take really good photographs and increase your odds of attracting buyers. Harsh sunlight and
shadows from the midday sun make for a bad photo. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com Sunlight is a beautiful thing—unless you’re taking photos of a car. Then the midday sun is going to wash out the color and details and result in a harsh-looking image. Your best bet is to shoot about a half hour after sunrise or an hour before sunset. In either case, the
light is more mellow and will result in a crisper image. The 2011 Hyundai Sonata shot from the 3/4 front angle. (c) Hyundai Motors America Buyers want details. Lots of them. So shoot every angle of the car that you can: straight on, from the side, and then from each corner of the car. Selling a used pickup? Shoot from above so buyers can see into
the truck's bed. As for engine shots, only take them if the engine is exceptionally clean or has an unusual feature. Otherwise, an engine is an engine and it’s tough to make it special in a photo. The Toyota 4Runner is a great looking vehicle until it's shot in bad light. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com In the old days of film photography, designers used to
take instant Polaroid test photos in order to frame their shots and check details. Do the same thing with your digital photos. Take a photo, then stop and actually look at it. Look for the elements outlined in this article. How are the shadows? Is the interior cluttered? Consider this an additional tip: turn the steering wheel so that the car’s wheels are
visible in your picture. In the above photo, the wheels are turned correctly but the car is in deep shadow. The next step explains why that’s a problem. A misplaced shadow makes for a bad picture. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com Okay, so this isn’t a photo of a used car. It’s a brand new 2017 Chrysler Pacifica we took in the parking lot of an exclusive
resort. See the shadow line dissecting the vehicle and the cluttered background? Look for elements like these in your test shots, and then correct them, either by moving the car, or using a photo editing program to clean things up. Just don't use the program to misrepresent the car by adding in or taking away any of its details. Take a step or 2 closer
when photographing a car. It reduces unnecessary background clutter. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com Sure, you want to get the whole car in the photo, but you also need to provide potential buyers with details. So fill the frame with your used car. Or, at least use some basic photo editing software to crop the photo closer when the time comes to post
it. The interior of a BMW Mini Clubman and its cool backup detection technology. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com Speaking of details, you'll also want to provide close-up photos of all your vehicle's coolest features. Does your car have a high tech backup system like the one shown here? Custom leather seats? How about your truck? Does it come with
a heavy-duty winch or towing package? If so, make sure to snap 'em. Pictures really are worth a thousand words. Ugh - clutter ins a used car for sale photo is a big mistake. (c) Keith Griffin for About.com You might be surprised at the number of people who post used car ads with photos of dirty interiors. Can you imagine? If you don't clean up your
interior, you’re just asking for low-ball bids or, worse yet, none at all. If you don’t care enough to take care of the interior, buyers might suspect you aren't taking care of the exterior or the mechanical aspects either. Mercedes-AMG S65 Cabriolet. (c) Mercedes-Benz We know a professional car photographer who has shot thousands of vehicles over
the course of many decades. When he tried to sell his Mercedes online he didn't get a single nibble, even though the price was fair. His girlfriend, on the other hand, an accomplished but by no means professional photographer, took some photos and people started to respond. The moral of this story? Photos that look too slick might come off as stock
photos to buyers, not photos of the actual car. 2008 Mazda5 window sticker. Courtesy KBB.com OK, so this isn’t so much a photo tip as it is just basic common sense. Take the time to go to a website like Kelley Blue Book and generate a window sticker for your car. You can even share it via social media, which is a nice touch.
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